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Milngavie Music Club

Dates of Creation: 1944-2002
Level of Description: Fonds
Extent: 0.7m

Creator: Milngavie Music Club

Administrative History:

Milngavie Music Club was founded by Alexander Duncan and Herbert Downes, with
the aim of holding local concerts, the first of which took place on 16 October 1942.
Membership was small in the beginning, but with the introduction of season tickets
in 1944, significantly increased, reaching a peak of 450 members in the early 1960s.
As membership grew, the Club was able to engage well known artists for their
concerts; the first such was Frederick Lamond, the renowned pianist, who gave a
concert in 1944. Other internationally famous artists followed, including Kathleen
Ferrier, Peter Pears, and Benjamin Britten.

For the first twenty years, the concerts were held at Milngavie Parish Church Hall,
but in 1962 the club moved to the Town Hall. As well as its concerts, the Club also
ran nine music festivals between 1947 and 1975, each lasting three or four days.
The highlight was the 1953 festival, with performances by Peter Pears and
Benjamin Britten, including the Scottish premiere of Britten's 'Lyrics and Ballads by
Thomas Hardy'. The Club continues to put on concerts today, and over the past
thirty years has received funding from the Local Authority and the Scottish Arts
Council to help it to continue to attract world class performers.

Scope and Content:

Committee minutes 1944-2002; history of the club 2001.

System of Arrangement: Arranged within series

Conditions Governing Access:

Committee minutes are closed for 5 years.

Conditions Governing
Reproduction:

Reproduction is available subject to preservation
requirements

Language of Material:

English

Physical Characteristics:

Paper

Finding Aids:

Descriptive list

Archivist's Note:

Catalogued and collection level description
compiled by Sarah Chubb, Archivist/Records
Officer, November 2002.
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Publications and Leaflets

‘A short history of the Club’ by Donald Pack,
written for the Club’s Diamond Jubilee. Includes
lists of office bearers etc.
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